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Hampton University volunteers to accept 100 displaced bahamian students victimized by hurricane Dorian, surprising many Hampton University students.
On September 1, 2019 Hurricane Dorian made landfall over the Bahamas as a Category 5 hurricane. About 2 - 3 hours into the destruction Dr. William Harvey, President of Hampton University, calls Dr. Rodney Smith, President of University of the Bahamas, to check on him and his university, says Jessica Zimmerman, Assistant Director of Hampton University Relations.
Smith informed Harvey that the North campus, based out of Freeport, Bahamas, and designed to accommodate 500 - 600 students, was completely destroyed. The main campus in Nassau, Bahamas was not harmed and is still functioning. Harvey offered to take in the displaced students and Smith accepted.
Out of the 500 - 600 students who were displaced, approximately 100 students applied for a free semester at Hampton even though all were eligible. On Tuesday, the students, mostly business and engineering majors, were ceremonially welcomed to Hampton's Fall 2019 Semester. Their Freshman and Sophomore schedules from University of the Bahamas was cross matched with the general courses from Hampton University. To make things go smoother, the process will mostly treat the students as if they are late registration or transfer students.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hampton University created a task force to handle donations and meet the needs of the Bahamian students. Approximately $150,000 has been raised and they’ve ensured no money from Hampton University would have to be allocated.
Officials within the task force anticipated how challenging the transition might be. The U.S. embassy in the Bahamas and Hampton University’s Office of Admissions scheduled meetings and appointments to expedite students who needed visas. 
Hampton University has turned Moton Hall into co-ed dorms for the new students. 
The Student Success Center and professors will have to set aside office hours specifically for the students and they will have an expedited orientation. 
There are many Hampton University students who empathize with the new students. 
“It’s different coming to a bigger campus and having more people in my class than normal,” says Daria Gibson. “Transitioning was difficult at first because it was a different culture.” Gibson is a permanent student at Hampton University who majors in Pharmaceuticals and comes from the Bahamas.
Hampton University has made it clear that they’re only accepting these students for one semester. 
“One thing to understand is that Hampton University is not trying to poach students from the University of the Bahamas,” says Matthew White, Director of Hampton University Relations. “This is a humanitarian effort. It’s really like a stopgap to give the University of the Bahamas an opportunity to kind of circle the wagon, if you will, and figure out what their situation is.”

